The Sphinx was one of Emerson's most enigmatic poems, in which Emerson presented questions in voices of the Sphinx and the great mother, and the poet's response to the questions. This article was a tentative study of the poem in terms of its meaning by analyzing the images of the Sphinx, the great mother and th e poet from the perspective of Humanism.
The En lightenment of the eighteenth century ushered in the second climax o f the Hu manist movement, which was regarded as the second cultural movement.
Rationalism was the guiding ideology of this movement.
Hu manists in this period regarded human reason as the yardstick of judging everything. They believed that reason was the only friend of human beings and that religious fanaticis m and superstition were their eternal enemies.
They crit icized autocracy and religious ignorance, and propagated freedom, equality and democracy. As Richard Norman said: "They (Hu man ists) appeal to reason and experience against tradition, in order to criticize prejudice and superstition" (Norman, 2004: 11) . In the 19 th century, concern with the problem o f Man's existence, we will give a detailed analysis in the following sections of this article.
III. HUMANIS M REFLECTED IN THE POEM

The image of the Sphinx
As is well-known to all, the Sphin x is a large ancient statue of a creature with a human head and a lion's body that stands near the pyramids in Egypt. Many legendary stories are sparked by the Sphinx. In mythology, the sphinx gives people puzzles to solve, and so a person who is mysterious or puzzling is sometimes referred to as a Sophocles was born in a wealthy family, in the golden age of the city-state Athens. Athenians lived in an age of self-confidence. Their philosophers believed that "man is the standard of everything". But in h is time, many
Athenians were arrogant and enthusiastic about fame and wealth. Sophocles was deeply worried about this trend. In the script, he repeatedly gave his advice and warnings. In his plays, the most important concern was the issue of the meanings of their lives, which showed Emerson's continuing concern for hu man destiny as a conscientious humanist.
IV. CONCLUSION
The Sphinx was unanimously acknowledged as the to tell the secret kept for ages. All sorts of signs indicated that the secret referred to the meaning of life fo r mankind.
